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a family, partly on the economic condition of the family and
partly on the land available. Seldom do we find a depressed
class dwelling roofed with khupra (brick tiles), and, whenever
we find one, we may safely infer that some member of the family
has worked as an industrial labourer.

In the Punjab and western districts of U.P., the houses of
harwahas are much better than in other areas. These generally
consist of one or two rooms with mud walls. Usually the rooms
are 15 feet long and 10 feet wide. The centre height seldom
exceeds 8 feet. In the centre of a room there is a beam support-
ing the roof which consists of rafters covered with mud. Every
house has a crude wooden door. These rooms have no ventila-
tors or windows.

The depressed class people living in towns and cities rent
one or two rooms. Normally these rooms have no arrangement
for light or ventilation. Nobody cares much about the sanitation
of mohallas where these people live and, in fact, conditions are
similar to those of chawls and bustis of industrial cities. Arrange-
ments for water, lighting, and latrines are seldom satisfactory.
A few of the Dhobis, Bhangis and Khatiks, especially those living
in small towns, possess their own houses. Usually these houses
have walls of kaccha and pukka bricks and roofs of khupra.
In these houses too there is seldom any arrangement for light or
ventilation. Most of the town dwellers spend less than Rs. 2 per
month on house rent.